
Step 1: Letter Identification Scavenger Hunt

Read a book straight through with your child that has repetition, picture clues, and
short sentences (I chose Mrs. Wishy Washy, as the text lends itself to fun sounds and
hand movements).

Read it again with your child. Have him or her use pictures to predict and read the
text along with you.

Next, have a letter scavenger hunt through the pages of the book (e.g. let's find the
letters l, c, d, etc.).

Draw a line through all the letters your child found during the letter scavenger
hunt.

Print and cut out the cow, pig, and duck patterns below. Trace them onto
construction paper and have your child cut following the lines. Make chocolate
pudding with your child (cooking allows your child to explore math and science
concepts from an early age.

Imagine the chocolate pudding is mud. With your child, finger paint chocolate
pudding onto the cut-outs. Have your child write in the mud using their finger all the
letters they found on the scavenger hunt. 
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Step 1: Letter Identification through Play
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WORD WIZARD

WORD WIZARD

WORD WIZARD

*Print pages 1 and 2 double-sided on colored card stock



PART OF SPEECH

DEFINITION

PART OF SPEECH

DEFINITION

PART OF SPEECH

DEFINITION



airplane
bicycle
calculator
deer
eagle
fork
giraffe
horse
igloo
jewelry
kite
lion
money
nest
octopus
puzzle
quail
rain
ship
turtle
unicorn
volcano
worm
Xerox copy
yo-yo
zebra

apple
bubble gum
carnation
daisy
eggs
fish
grapefruit
hamburger
incense
jelly
kiwi
lemon
mustard
nectarine
onion
peaches
Quaker Oats
raspberries
syrup
tulips

vanilla
wheat bread
Christmas tree
yogurt
zinnia

Smell

acorn
blanket
cotton
denim
earmuff
feather
gourd
hair
ice cube
jacket
kerchief
lace
metal
napkin
oil
paper
quilt
rock
satin
taffeta
umbrella
velvet
water
X-ray
Yarn
zipper

Touch Auditory

ambulance
bumble bee
cuckoo clock
dog
elephant
fiddle
goose
harp
insect
jingle bells
kids
lullaby
music
nightingale
owl
parrot
quiet
rattlesnake
siren
turkey
ukulele
violn
weasel
xylophone
yodel
zoo

Step 1: Print Concepts Using the Five Senses

Visual 
Imagery Taste

apricot
banana
carrot
doughnut
eggplant
French fries
grapes
honey
ice cream
jello
ketchup
lollipops
milk
nuts
oatmeal
pears
quiche
raisin
soda
tomato

vegetables
watermelon
extracts
yarn
zucchini

Erica Erlanger and Lisa Lozak
Rutgers University students 



Step 2: Nursery Rhymes to Encourage Language
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Step 2: Nursery Rhymes to Encourage Language



Here’s what you will need:

Felt Board - You can buy one online, or make your own using a
number of online diy methods.

Felt squares in blue, red, yellow, purple, orange, and green
fabric, scissors, felt cat, felt board, sentence strips, black
marker.

Cut out the six hats and a cat as shown above.

Next, take your sentence strips and black marker, and write the
rhyme as seen in the illustration below, making sure the colors
are on a separate strip. This will allow your child to choose the
color word to match the color and add it to the sentence on the
strip.

This felt board activity can be adapted by using construction
paper to cut out the hats and cat. Play with your child on the
floor or table using construction paper or poster board as a
mat. 

The patterns below can be enlarged or reduced as needed.

Little cat, little cat, are you in the                hat?green

yellow red blue orange purple

Step 2: Emergent Reader and Writer Felt Activity





Here’s what you will need to make a movie roll box:

A medium sized box, two poles, paper roll, box cutter, and 
 acrylic paint

Here's what you do:

Cut a rectangle on one side of the box to open it for viewing the
roll movie.

Cut  four circles on the sides of the box for the poles to go
through. 

Have your child paint the box a color of their choosing.

When the paint dries, fit the poles through the top and bottom
circles.

Now your child is ready to turn one of their favorite stories into
a move and show it on the big screen. 

Pop some popcorn and enjoy!  

Step 2: Emergent Reader and Writer Roll Movies



Step 2: Getting to the Heart of Writing

A look at the order of the six writing traits. Have your child use their writer's notebook
to delve into each trait.

What is my topic?
What is my story?
What's my argument?

IDEAS: The foundational trait

Educational?
Compelling?

ORGANIZATION: How can I present information to make it...

This topic?
This audience?

VOICE: What is the right voice for...



Step 2: Getting to the Heart of Writing

A look at the order of the six writing traits. Have your child use their writer's notebook
to delve into each trait.

Interesting?
Memorable?

WORD CHOICE: Which words/phrases will make my messages...

Grammatical?
Smooth and readable?
Direct and to the point?

SENTENCE FLUENCY: How can I structure sentences to make them...

CONVENTIONS: 

Ensuring that the whole piece is mechanically sound and attractively
formatted on the page.



Child's 
picture

here

All Aboard the Phrase Train





Who is the main character in the story? Hold up the face on
thumb of glove.

What is the story setting? Hold up the house on index finger of
glove.
     
What is the problem? Hold up the lock on tall finger of glove.
     
What happens at the beginning, middle, and end of the story? 
 Hold up the ladder on ring finger of glove.

What is the solution to the problem? Hold up the key on pinkie
finger of glove.
     
What is the main idea? Hold up the light bulb on palm of glove.
     
What did you love about the story? Turn the glove to the heart
on reverse side of glove.

Make this story retell glove! Here’s what you’ll need:
Imagination, glove, felt pieces in a variety of colors, googly eyes,
fabric, needle and thread, yarn, fabric scissors, hot glue gun

STORY RETELL GLOVE

Step 3: Make a Story Retell Glove



Strategy #2: Form Pictures
 

Step 3: Comic Strip



Once upon a time there was a little gray rabbit and his name was Nat. One day he looked around
and saw that all his brothers and sisters, cousins and friends were gray, too. He thought he would
like to be different from them. So he said:

I’m a bunny called Nat,
I’m funny and fat,
And I can change my color
Just like that. (Snap your fingers.)

And suddenly Nat was a blue bunny. He was blue like the sky and blue like the sea. He was blue like
the twilight and blue like the dawn. It felt nice and cool to be blue. He decided to take a look at
himself in the pond. He hurried to the edge and admired his reflection in the water. He leaned over
so far that SPLASH! he fell into the pond. Nat fell deep into the blue water and he couldn’t swim. He
was frightened. He called for help. His friends heard him, but when they came to the pond they
couldn’t see him because he was blue just like the water. Fortunately a turtle swam by and helped
Nat get safely to shore. Nat thanked the turtle. He decided he didn’t like being blue. So he said:

I’m a bunny called Nat,
I’m funny and fat,
And I can change my color
Just like that. (Snap your fingers.)

And this time, what color did he change himself to? Yes, he was yellow – yellow like the sun, yellow
like a daffodil, yellow like a canary bird. Yellow seemed like such a happy color to be. He was very
proud of his new color, and he decided to take a walk through the jungle. Who do you think he met
in the jungle? He met his cousins the lion and the tiger. The lion and the tiger looked at Nat’s yellow
fur and said, “What are you doing in that yellow coat? We are the only animals in this jungle that
are supposed to be yellow.” And they growled so fiercely that Nat the bunny was frightened and he
ran all the way home. He said:

I’m a bunny called Nat,
I’m funny and fat,
And I can change my color
Just like that. (Snap your fingers.)

Step 3: A Bunny Called Nat Felt Story

Here are the materials you’ll need for the felt story:
Five felt bunny characters drawn identically and in the following colors: gray, blue, green, yellow,
and orange; a felt board.



And this time what did he change his color to? Yes, he was green. He was green like the grass and
green like the leaves of the trees. He was green like a grasshopper and green like the meadow. As
a green bunny, Nat thought he would be the envy of all the other bunnies. He wanted to play with
his other bunny friends in the meadow. Since he was the color of the grass in the meadow, he
could not be seen and his friends just ran and jumped about him not seeing him at all or
mistaking him for a grasshopper. So Nat the Bunny had no one to play with while he was green.
Being green wasn’t much fun. So he said:

I’m a bunny called Nat,
I’m funny and fat,
And I can change my color
Just like that. (Snap your fingers.)

And what color was he then? Right, he was orange. He was orange like a carrot, orange like a
sunset, orange like a pumpkin – he was the brightest color of all. He decided he would go out and
play with all his brothers and sisters and friends. But what do you suppose happened? When his
friends saw him, they all stopped playing and started to laugh. “Ha-ha, whoever heard of an
orange bunny?” No one wanted to play with him. He didn’t want to be orange anymore. He didn’t
want to be a blue bunny because if he fell into the pond no one could see him to save him. He
didn’t want to be a yellow bunny and be frightened by the lion and the tiger. He didn’t want to be
a green bunny because then he was just like the meadow and none of his friends could see him.
And so he said:

I’m a bunny called Nat,
I’m funny and fat,
And I can change my color
Just like that. (Snap your fingers.)

Do you know what color Nat the bunny changed himself into this time? Yes, you’re right. He
changed himself back to gray. And now that he was gray all of his friends played with him. No one
growled or laughed at him. He was gray like a rain cloud, gray like an elephant, gray like pussy
willows. It felt warm and comfortable being gray. From that time on, Nat the bunny was always
happy being a gray bunny, and he decided that it’s really best being just what you are.

At the conclusion of the felt story, ask your child the following questions:
What problem does the main character, Nat, have?
What happens?
What lesson did the main character, Nat, learn?

Step 3: A Bunny Called Nat Felt Story



Step 3: A Bunny Called Nat Felt Story
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Step 3: Comprehension Cootie Catcher



Step 3: Comprehension Cootie Catcher Make Your Own



Personal Word List ( Searching for word meanings while reading)

Word: 

What I Think It Means:

Clues (Context or Structure)

Dictionary Definition (if needed)

You can print this or have your child create a personal word list in their notebook

Step 3: Personal Word List



B
E

S
T  C

AKE SH
O

P

1/2 cup sugar
2 (1/2 lb) sticks salted butter
2 1/2 tsp vanilla extract
1/2 tin (about 3/4 cup)
sweetened condensed milk
3 cups flour
4 tsp baking powder
Chopped pieces of Cadbury
milk chocolate

A . J .N .  Ga l l a ghe r

CHOCOLATE CHIP
COOKIES

Mrs .  G ' s

Cream butter and sugar. Add vanilla
and sweetened condensed milk. Beat
until it's a cream texture. Whisk
together flour and baking powder and
add to mix. Beat until you have a nice
doughy texture. Fold in the milk
chocolate pieces. Spoon golf ball sized
dough onto baking sheet, and press
flat with a fork. Bake at 325, checking
at 13 minutes. Cookies should be crisp
but not brown.
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Three Rs: Division Matching Game
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Three Rs: Division Matching Game



PAPER PLANES

For an extra lift,
 fold the outer 

wings up about a
1/2 inch. 

Fold an 8.5"x11" 
paper in half 

then open.

Fold each top corner 
towards the fold.

Fold again toward
the middle to create

a longer triangle.

Fold the tip under 
about 1 inch.

Fold in half
following the
crease line.

Fold the wings 
down about 1 inch above 

the crease line then
expand the wings.
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Find an open area where you and your child can have a paper plane
flying contest. Outside in an open space is preferable. See who can fly
their paper plane the farthest. Walking heal-to-toe, as if on a balance
beam, count how many "feet" your paper planes flew. Whose flew the
farthest? 

Three Rs: Paper Planes Directions



INCH BY INCH

This activity promotes counting, measuring, whole numbers, and graphing...

Here's what you'll need: glue gun, small pompoms, and googly eyes. 

Have your child pick their favorite colored pompoms (three small pompoms = 1
inch).

Using the hot glue gun, glue the pompoms together and add googly eyes. Now
you have an inch worm. Have objects available for your to measure and reenact
the story. Use a bar graph to record the length of each object. Ask your child:
Which is longest? Which 
is shortest?

List of objects measured and their length:

Three Rs: Integrating the Three Rs Inch by Inch



$1.00
$  .15_
$  .85

90 $1.0
0

_ $  .
15

Parent or tutor or teacher: Using a ruler and pencil, mark a rectangle 3 inches long
and an inch wide onto paper. Cut out enough rectangles to solve the subtraction
problems on the pages of the story, and fold them in half, into flaps. 

On the outside of each flap, write the equation for the subtraction problem that
corresponds to that page, as seen in the examples below. On the inside flap, write
the equation with the answer. 

Using adhesive, attach the flaps to their corresponding pages before re-reading the
book with your child. You'll have to do some prep work ahead of time by going
through all of the subtraction problems and entering them onto the flaps. 

As you re-read the story, have your child solve the problem on each folded  flap.
When they are finished, have them open the flap to see if they solved the problem
correctly before moving to the next page.

0

$  .85_ $  .15
7

$  .8
5

_ $  .1
5

Three Rs: Integrating the Three Rs Using Money

$1.00
$  .15_
$  .85

90$1.00
_ $  .15

Using $1s, quarters, dimes, nickels, and pennies, add up how much money Anthony and
Nicholas have. Who has more?


